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HEARTBURN DRUGS FOUND TO INCREASE 
RISK OF DEVELOPING KIDNEY DISEASE 

Nexium®, Prilosec®, and Prevacid®, the leading sellers among drugs known as proton 
pump inhibitors (PPI’s), have been found to increase the risk of developing kidney 
disease.These popular drugs are taken for the treatment of heartburn, indigestion, 
gastritis and acid reflux with total sales exceeding thirteen billion dollars annually. 
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For nearly a decade, manufacturers of PPI's have 
been on notice that these drugs can cause kidney 

disease and injury, including acute interstitial 
nephritis. Finally, in December of 2014, manufacturers 
changed their package inserts and labels to warn of an 
association between PPI's and interstitial nephritis, 
diagnosed by kidney biopsy. However, to this day, the 
PPI products’ labels still fail to provide consumers 
with a general warning regarding the serious risk 
of developing chronic kidney disease. Two recently 
published studies confirm that PPI users have a 
significantly increased risk of developing either acute 
and/or chronic kidney disease. 

If you or a loved one have been diagnosed with 
Chronic Kidney Disease, Acute Kidney Injury, Renal 

or Kidney Failure, Acute Interstitial Nephritis, Dialysis 
Treatment, Kidney Removal Transplant Surgery or 
related Death, while taking Nexium®, Prilosec®, 
Prevacid® or other proton pump inhibitor drugs, please 
call us immediately. v

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION RELATED TO DRUGS AND MEDICAL DEVICES!
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The FDA has issued a drug safety alert requiring the 
manufacturer of antibiotics such as Levaquin® 

(levofloxacin) and Avelox® (moxifloxacin) to revise the 
labeling to warn patients of the risk of permanent nerve 
damage, called peripheral neuropathy. Fluoroquinolones 
(FLQs) are a class of popular and highly potent antibi-
otics that are routinely used to treat relatively minor 
infections such as sinusitis, urinary tract infections, 
and bronchitis. Levaquin® and Avelox® are the largest 
brand name drugs in this class. Symptoms of neuropa-
thy include pain, burning, tingling, numbness and/or 
weakness or increased sensitivity to touch, pain, heat 
and cold. 

In August 2013, the FDA required new labeling to re-
flect that peripheral neuropathy may occur rapidly and 
potentially be permanent. The FDA’s investigation was 
prompted by continuing inquiries from Congress and 
consumer complaints describing prolonged, disabling 
neuropathy following FLQ use. The FDA’s review found 
that the onset of peripheral neuropathy after FLQ use 
can be rapid, often within a few days. It can also be  
permanent, with 40% experiencing peripheral neurop-
athy for a year or more. The FDA says the risk of periph-
eral neuropathy occurs with FLQ’s taken by mouth or 
by injection.

In a May 2014 letter to the U.S. Senate, Dr. Jay S. Co-
hen said that “In my 40+ years in pharamacovigilance, 
FLQ’s surpass Vioxx® and Thalidomide in the degree of 
permanent harm done.” Fluoroquinolone drugs include:

The attorneys of Aylstock, Witkin, Kreis & Overholtz 
are actively pursuing claims against the FLQ manufac-
turers. If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with 
peripheral neuropathy or has suffered serious nerve 
damage following the use of Levaquin®, Avelox® or  
Cipro®, call the lawyers of AWKO immediately to  
discuss your legal rights.  v

{Fluoroquinolones}

Levaquin® and Avelox®  
Antibiotics Linked to
Peripheral Neuropathy

• levofloxacin (Levaquin®) • ciprofloxacin (Cipro®)

• moxifloxacin (Avelox®) • norfloxacin (Noroxin®)

Two recent studies in the Journal of American Medical Association and the British Medical Journal found that the 
use of Levaquin® or Avelox® more than doubles the risk of suffering an aortic aneurysm or aortic dissection. 

These conditions weaken the walls of the aorta and may lead to leaks or ruptures, which can be fatal. 

Despite the seriousness of these potentially life-threatening injuries, these common antibiotics do not contain 
any warning about the risk of aortic aneurysms and/or aortic dissection. If you or a loved one developed an aortic 
aneurysm or aortic dissection within one year of taking Levaquin® or Avelox®, please give us a call today. You may 
have a very valuable legal claim. v

Levaquin® and Avelox®, often used to treat relatively minor infections like sinusitis, 
urinary tract infections, and bronchitis, are among the most frequently prescribed 
antibiotics in the country.  

ANTIBIOTICS LINKED to

LIFE-THREATENING AORTIC ANEURYSMS 
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ANTICOAGULANT 
XARELTO® may 

INCREASE RISK 
of STROKE, 
BLOOD CLOTS and  
INTERNAL BLEEDING 

 

{Xarelto®}

Xarelto® (rivaroxaban) is a newer prescription  
anticoagulant, or blood thinner, marketed by Bayer 

and Johnson & Johnson. Xarelto® received FDA approval 
in 2011 to reduce the risk of strokes, blood clots, deep 
vein thrombosis (DVT) and pulmonary embolism (PE) 
in patients who have undergone hip or knee replacement 
surgery.  

Xarelto® is one of several drugs in a new class of antico-
agulants (blood thinners) called direct factor Xa inhib-
itors. The first of these new class of drugs to gain FDA 
approval was Pradaxa®. The manufacturer of Pradaxa®, 
Boehringer Ingelheim, recently settled the lawsuits it  
was facing, agreeing to pay $650 million to approxi-
mately 4,000 people across the United Sates for similar 
bleeding injuries. 

Xarelto®, like other blood thinners, carries a risk of  
internal bleeding. However, there is evidence showing 
that Xarelto® is not as safe or effective as other blood 
thinners and that the internal bleeding caused by  
Xarelto® cannot be controlled or reversed by physicians, 
unlike the traditional class of blood thinners which in-
cludes Coumadin® (warfarin). The Institute for Safe 
Medication Practices (ISMP) advises that Xarelto® has 
been associated with “serious, disabling or fatal injury,” 
including blood clots or thromboembolic events.

After filing one of the first Xarelto® cases in the coun-
try, senior partner Neil Overholtz was appointed by the 
federal judge overseeing all cases nationwide to the 
Plaintiff's Steering Committee. Mr. Overholtz was one 
of only 12 lawyers selected out of nearly 100 applicants 
nationwide. Mr. Overholtz has also been chosen to lead 
the discovery effort on behalf of plaintiffs nationwide, 
as co-chair of the Plaintiff's Discovery Committee. That 
committee is focusing on document investigation and 
depositions of corporate witnesses here in the U.S. and 
in Europe, where the drug was developed and tested. 

If you or a loved one suffered a harmful side effect 
such as a stroke, blood clot, or internal bleeding while 
taking Xarelto®, you may have a valuable legal claim.  
Contact us today at (844) 432-2774 to speak with one of the  
attorneys on the forefront of the Xarelto® litigation. 
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{Talc}

We tend to think of Johnson & Johnson’s Baby  
Powder and Shower to Shower products as  

common and safe household items to be used to prevent 
dryness and rashes in a variety of applications. However, 
these common household products contain a dangerous 
substance known as “Talc” or “Talcum Powder” which 
have been shown to be associated with the development 
of ovarian cancer when used regularly near a woman’s  
pelvic region.  

After analyzing a number of studies, including some 
which reported as high as a 30% increase in the risk of 
developing ovarian cancer for women exposed to talcum 
powder on a regular basis, the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC) has classified the perineal 
(genital) use of talcum-based body powders as “possibly 
carcinogenic to humans.”  

Johnson & Johnson was recently ordered to pay $72  
million to the family of a woman who died from ovarian 
cancer after using Johnson & Johnson’s Baby Powder and 
Shower to Shower products.  During the trial, the jury 
was shown internal company documents which demon-
strated that Johnson & Johnson knew about the risk of 
ovarian cancer since the 1980s but hid this important 
information from the public and regulatory agencies.  
After hearing this evidence, the jury ordered Johnson 
& Johnson to pay $10 million in compensatory damag-
es to the family but, because of the egregious nature 
of Johnson & Johnson’s conduct, the jury also awarded 
$62 million in punitive damages to punish Johnson & 
Johnson and deter it from similar conduct in the future.  

If you or a family member has developed ovarian can-
cer after prolonged use of talcum-based body powders, 
such as Johnson & Johnson’s Baby Powder or Shower to 
Shower products, you may have a valuable legal claim. 

Contact us today to speak with one of our attorneys 
about this issue. v

Studies have concluded women using talcum 
powder in their genital region on a regular basis 
have as much as a 30% increase in the risk of  
developing ovarian cancer.

JOHNSON & JOHNSON’S  
BABY POWDER and SHOWER TO SHOWER  
PRODUCTS CONTAINING TALCUM POWDER  
may cause OVARIAN CANCER 
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{Talc}

KIDNEY FAILURE  
& KETOACIDOSIS  

linked to  
DIABETES DRUG

Invokana® (canagliflozin) is a diabetes drug that works 
by helping the kidneys rid the bloodstream of glucose. 

Unlike traditional diabetes drugs that target the pancre-
as and liver, Invokana® targets the kidneys to stop the 
body from reabsorbing sugar.

A number of adverse reactions are being reported to the 
FDA about the diabetes drug Invokana® (canagliflozin).  
Side effects include:

Kidney failure  •  Heart attack  •  Diabetic Ketoacidosis

Genital infections  •  High potassium  •  Dehydration

Diabetic Ketoacidosis is a very serious condition that 
causes high levels of blood acids, or ketones, which are 
poisonous. This condition typically occurs when the 
body loses its ability to produce sufficient insulin.

Our firm is currently investigating possible kidney inju-
ries from the diabetes drug Invokana®. If you or a loved 
one have been injured in any way as a result of taking 
Invokana®, please contact us today. v

{Invokana®} POTENTIAL 
SETTLEMENT 
for PATIENTS WHO 
RECEIVED DEFECTIVE 

An IVC Filter is frequently provided to patients at risk 
of developing blood clots who are not able to take 

anticoagulation therapy. IVC filters are small, cage-like 
devices inserted into the main vessel returning blood 
from the lower half of the body to the heart. The device 
is designed to capture blood clots and prevent them from 
reaching the lungs. 

Unfortunately, some of these filters are defective, caus-
ing serious injuries and even death. Since 2005, the FDA 
has received more than 900 adverse event reports in-
volving IVC filters. The adverse events include incidents 
of device migration, detachment of device components, 
perforation of the IVC, and filter fracture. There are also 
reports of the filters becoming lodged in the blood vessel 
wall making removal risky or sometimes impossible.

Very recently, settlement discussions with the manu-
facturers of the IVC filter have started. If you or a loved 
one have been implanted with an IVC filter and suffered 
injury as a result, don’t miss the opportunity to have 
your case included in a settlement. Please contact the 
attorneys at Aylstock, Witkin, Kreis & Overholtz to dis-
cuss your options. v
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